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Acting on instructions received I have to report that _ 


YX Ac uw fH’ | _+he name MELIK appearing on the attached memorandum is an __ 


2b# 
ae _alias employed by one MELIK VARTANIANTZ, aged 48 years, a 
7 ¢) aaa Ks ey i Si = ST ee sai ee ee ee ai Re aie 7 

/ f ety _suspected Soviet agent, who is a Russian of Armenian extract- 
a 3 ip 2 See SF eS ee =< Py Sa SS re ee 


, 


ae + / |-Lon. He now is in the habit of styling himself V.A. MELIK. 


/ oe _____He arrived in Shanghai in the summer of ly3e from 


i _ Studio. $_As a result of special arrangements with the Chinese 
Police Authorities in Harbin, Melik, it is believed, through > 


CPt 


the custom of all Russians who applied for passports to the e 
Harbin Police, who compelled the applicants to have their 


udicious bribing of certain of the polic» officials, obtained _ | 


kenesses taken at Melik's studio. 
After the establishment of the Manchukuoan Government 


and the reorganisation of the Harbin Police, Melik's monopoly _ 


was withdrawn, it being strongly objected to by the Russian 


community there. Prior to the establsihment of the Manchue 


leuo_regime, Melik for many years, was editor of the Kung Pao, 
a semi-official Chinese newspaper published in the Russian 


language in Harbin, and under his influence this journal 

adopted pro-Soviet and anti-Japanese tendencies. As a result 
of his attitude, Melik was denounced as a Soviet agent-provec- 
ateur by the Japanese owned "Harbin Times." Whilst in Harbin 


Melik is also reported to have been involved in a fraud cases 
in connection with the sa ° venus amp £ 
} Melik's arrival in Shanghai in lv32 was believed to be 
yw in connection with the publication of a local Russian pro- 
-& Soviet newspaper advocating a SénesSUVIev was a_schemen . 


| that was to be subsidised by Marsh Chang Hsueh-} 4 
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. the medium of L.M. BYHOVSKY, well known Soviet._journalist, — _ 
—_ Nothing conerete, however, materialised from the proposed 


—ventures mys § acai Sore = 


magazine of a non-politicak nature entitled “Projector,” 


which enjoyed a great deal of popularity locally. It is now 


non-existent. _ a 


In 1955 Melik with  .A. LOURIE-ETTINGHOF were connected. 
x IHG IF with the “United Bond and_Investmert Company," 57 Nanking i. 


Road, a concern which dealt in French Government Bonds and 


which was later liquidated 


__ Still later - in December 1933 - he left for Tientsin 


where he became in some obscure manner conn cted with the 


"Associated Investments Ltd," a British company, which was ; 
incorporated under the Hongkong Ordinances (1952). One of _ 


99 be the directors of this concern was James A.-Gray, whilst the 
cvaret ag mt Shanghai offices were located at 49 Central Arcade This firm 
ih Vib ‘ 


did business in the sale of Belgian Government Bonds on an 
instalment basis and extensive advertsing was carried out in 
Harbin and Tientsin, where the sale of these bonds appears to 
have been mostly confines. In September 1935 owing to 


financial difficulties, this company petitioned H.B.M. Court 
in China for the winding up of its affairs Its offices 


are now closed and its business is now under investigation of 
Mr. Priestwood, the Crown Advocate 

Melik now describes himself as an attorne¢-at-law, but 
is not known whether he is a member of any Bar Association, or 


whether he is actively practising. He states that he is a 


Persian, but enay bs wte 
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Consulate to confirm this statement. He is residing at 


—-Blat_E.92, Sun Court, 651 Wei Hai Wei Road, where he has been 


living for the last six months. He is fairly well blessed 
—Wwith this world's goods and gambles a great deal, being 


introduced to various gambling parties by Makaroff (see later). 


= ______Albert Edward FERRIS, A British Eurasian, was __ 


born in Shanghai on February /, 1899, and was educated at the | 


Public School for Boys. Was married in 1v24, but is living | 


apart from his wife. 


= __._in_ 1927 and 1928 Ferris wai employed as a broker 


and salesman with the China Realty Company, Szchuen Roa@, but 
due to his lack of initiative and failure to obtain suftictent — 


business, his services were dispensed with after some 18 months. 


In 1950 he wentinto business on his own as a 


real estate agent, having an office at 17B Central Arcade, 


49 Nanking Road, but this venture did notprove a success and the 
firm closed down a year later. From 1951 up till the present 


time Ye has been doing odd jobs as a broker-salesman in the 
real estate business, ekeing out a precarious existence. He 
is very friendly with certain local real estate men and has 
been financially supported over a long period by James A. Gray 
Real Estate and Insurance Agent, vB Central Arcade, in whose 
office he is to be found almost daily. It is also believea 


that Ferris is furthe supp ed by a Russian ¢ an exX— 


cadare GCance Astle = =Je =e 


Ferris is at present residing & House 5. Lane 133 
Baikel Road. His reputation in Shanghai is not of the best 


he having been disowned by members of his own family en whom he 


was wont to sponge and br’ ° . 
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Ferris is quite a heavy drinker, especially when —_ 
_. someone elise is providing it, and occasionally, through his 


__friendship with Gray, accompanies the latter to gambling 


_ parties. _ 


Russian, who now resides at Apartment C.2., 166 Route Tenant  _ 


__.Mihail Vassily MAKAROFF, aged 34, is an unemployed _ 


de la Tour. He is quite a well-known gambler and is a _ 
friend of Soriano, the French gambler. Makaroff has been _ 


convicted once in the Settlement on a charge of gambling, eo 


having been fined $500.00 on June 18, 1934"for aiding and _ 


abetting J. Soriano at Flat 2D, 204 Seymour Road on June 10, 


1954, in conducting a Public Gambling House in which roulette 


was played." 


The only factor that appears to be common to Melik, _ 
Ferris and Makaroff is that of gambling. It is known for 


certain that Melik often accompanies Makaroff for parties, 


and business connectiom 4 
whilst Melik's knowledge of/J ames Gray has p — 


brought him into touch with Ferris. 


Officer i/c Special Branch. 


MAKAROFF, Mihail Vassily 


Resides at Apt. C ", 166 ‘woute Tenznt de la Toure 


well-known gambler. 


SMP: S.B. D. 7463 
16 July 1936 


FERRIS, Albert tidward 


4 British Eurasian. Broker-salesman in reul estzte busi- a 1F i: 


ness. resides at House 5, Lane 133 Beikal aoad. Cad a 
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GRAY, James A. SMP: S.B. D. 7463 
16 July 1930 


Real “state and Insvrance Agent, 9B Central Arcade. 
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VARTANIANTZ, Melik - Soviet 
& MELIK, V. A. 


Arrived in Shanghai in 1932. Journalist. In 1933 
connected with "United Bond and Investment Co.". 
In Dec. 1933 left for Tientsin - became connected 
with "Associ: ted Investments Ltd". Now describes SMP: S.B. D. 7463 
himself as an attorney-at-law. 16 July 1936 
Resides at Flat E. 02, Sun Court, 651 Wei Hai vei Rd. 


BYHOVSKY, L. M. <= Soviet 
Well known journalist. 


LOUIRE-ETTINGHOF, M. Aw. = Soviet 
Connected with "United Bond and Investment Coli" 


GRAY, James A. 
| Director of "Associated Investments Ltd." 


